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=l the Clear
£ Opening Width?

What is the ‘clear opening width’?

How do | work out my clear
opening width?

What if | have a double door?

Diagram 1

—_Ll / Clear Opening Width
N /

Why is a clear opening width important?
Approved Document M

Approved Document M British Standard BS
8300-2:2018

Why do some people refer to the ‘effective clear opening width’ instead?



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540330/BR_PDF_AD_M1_2015_with_2016_amendments_V3.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/540330/BR_PDF_AD_M1_2015_with_2016_amendments_V3.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/strongdorlimited/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/strongdor-limited
https://twitter.com/StrongdorL
https://www.instagram.com/strongdorlimited/

Effective Clear Opening Width

What is the ‘effective clear
<« opening width’?
“ The effective clear opening width
N\ is the size of the gap any persons/
\ objects can pass through freely
\ when the door is opened fully.

\ However, the effective clear open-

\ ing width takes into consideration
the ironmongery/hardware on your

\ door.

\ How do | work out my effective
clear opening width?

\ As shown in diagram 2, the clear
Diagram 2 ‘ opening width meas'urement is
- . taken from the door jamb/frame to

. . the door ironmongery/hardware.

—— |< Effective Clear Width > e ONly measuring between these
two components will give you an
accurate effective clear opening

LY width.
N Diagram 3 refers to doors that
S\ open further than 90 degrees. If
N\ this is the case, you should
\ measure again from the door jamb/
\ frame but instead to the closest
\ point of the door leaf.

w»

g

\ What if | have a double door?
\ If you are working with a double
‘ door-set, you should measure the
gap between the ironmongery/
\ hardware on either door leaf.
Diagram 3 ‘ Alternatively, if the doors open
- . further than 90 degrees, you

. . should measure the gap between
|< Effective Clear Width > — the closest point of each door leaf.

Which clear opening type should | inform Strongdor of when requesting a quote?

When requesting a quote from us we always advice referencing the clear opening width of your
door, rather than the ‘effective’ clear opening. However, you may find some specifications will
refer to the ‘effective’ clear opening and in this case, it is always easier to quote from the effective
to avoid mistakes. We ask all customers to reference which clear opening type they are referring
to when requesting a quote with us. If you are unsure on which clear opening width to use, please
inform one of the sales team who will be able to suggest accordingly.

Please note, the diagrams within this document are for illustrative purposes only and may not be an exact representation.
The information provided is only a guide, full guidance regarding your clear opening can be found at the Approved Document M.
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